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Church # 4 Near CRC
Promesas de Padre

More baptisms and the start of regular Sunday worship services 
marked the official beginning of our 4th church plant. We hope 

this new congregation will blaze a trail for other simple church plants on 
this rapidly growing south side of Tegucigalpa.

In the last 5 years, the Promesas de Padre neighborhood has grown 
from a hill top with a few improvised structures to around 100 homes. 
The people have come from Tegucigalpa and from towns and villages to 
the south. There are several extended family groups that have moved to 
Promesas that make it feel a little more like an established village.

This church in Promesas began as a series of home discovery Bible 
studies. As neighbors worked their way through Scripture they discovered 
the exciting plan that God has to revive, reconcile and restore us.  We have 
concluded the first generation of studies with 
several families. Now it’s their turn to reach 
their neighbors and they are doing it!

We are in the middle of a family study on 
Wednesday nights. Jim facilitates the adult 
study while Teri & Jimmy are working with a 
group of over 20 children. On Sundays we are 
all together going through the book of John. 
Scripture memory work and story telling help 
adults and kids take the message home after 
each meeting. 

As we continue to make and train disciples 
in Promesas, pray that leaders would continue 
to emerge, grow and join us in the work there. 

Glenda’s First Retreat
In October, God sent us a special group of students for a 24 hour retreat. Just five adults joined Teri and I at the 

CRC to put on their first church camp experience for 32 teenage students. We are not advertising the center as a 
church camp where just any group can come make a reservation. We have much to do and want to hand pick the groups 
that we host.  However, the person heading up this retreat was Glenda Escalante, one of the original Sunday School 
teachers from the first church we helped to plant in the 90’s. 

She told us that these kids, including her two daughters, 
had never had a church camp or retreat experience, and that there 
would be 25 to 30 in number. We had them bring their own cook 
and food. We charged them only for the drinking water, gas for the 
generator and laundry cost. Glenda brought a 
full schedule, including devotions, worship, 
games, preaching, hike, ropes course, 6 meals, 
a campfire time, dramas and even some 
piñatas. Teri and I led music, devotions on the 
hikes and the ropes course. The youth had a 
blast and left challenged and changed. They are 
already making plans to return.
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Retreat for Leaders of 
Women’s Conferences

CRC, Tegucigalpa

November 29nd through 
December 1st, the retreat 

center hosted pastors’ wives and 
women leaders for a three day pre-
conference for the 2019 women’s 
conferences.  Teri’s goal is to 
slowly turn over the preparation 
and organization of the women’s 
conferences to Honduran leadership.  
The ladies gladly accepted the 
challenge.  They divided the 
conference into its different parts 
and one leader was assigned to each 
area.  This pre-conference included 
a time of team building using the 
low element obstacle course on the 
grounds of the retreat center.  The 
ladies loved it!!!  It definitely helped 
to cement the team together.   

Transparency & 
Recovery Groups

Roca de Refugio, Tegucigalpa

In October we divided our 
mens, women’s and youth 

ministries up into several small 
groups that meet on Mondays.  
The men’s groups focus on real 
transparent conversations and 
accountability as well as Bible study 
and prayer.  Two groups of guys are 
studying Proverbs and one group is 
exploring the book of Revelation.

The women meet together at the 
Roca de Refugio Church. During 
the first half of their time they study 
Celebrate Recovery.  Then they 
break out into their transparency 
groups. We are praying this will help 
Christians to be more real with one 
another, sharing their burdens as 
Scripture encourages. 

Caroling Caroling...
The Rileys enjoyed caroling at 

over 45 houses on the 24th 
and 25th of December.  This is a 
family tradition of ours.  It helps to 
encourage church members as well 
as lends opportunity to visit homes 
of visitors that have come recently.  
It has become a tradition of church 
members as well, especially for the 
youth who don’t go to grandparents’ 
homes for the holidays.  This annual 
activity also helps all of us remember 
the true reason for Christmas, the 
birth of our Savior.   

Where Did They Go?
Local papers have broken 

with tradition and are 
publishing some good news.  
Apparently the number of affiliated 
gang members in Honduras dropped 
from over 25,000 in 2015 to around 
5,000 at the end of 2018*. Obviously 
this is a pretty difficult statistic to 
verify but things do seem better and 
the gangs have dropped their profile 
as the government strives to root out 
the leadership. The current gangs 
in Honduras migrated to Honduras 
from El Salvador around 20 years 
ago. It is possible that many gang 
members have moved to other 
countries with softer targets.

* La Tribuna, Monday, 24 Dec. 2018, p. 8
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Nortonville Christian Church 
PO  Box 347
Nortonville, Kansas 66060

Support Team
Checks for the work can be made out 

to Nortonville Christian Church 
with Honduras Mission in the memo and 
sent to:

Jim & Teri Riley

Happy New Year! Thanks 
for being a part of the work by praying 
and staying informed! You’re very 
appreciated!  

Prayer Checklist 
Please pray with us for:

 All church plants are growing in Christ. 
  More homes to be willing to go through the DBS 
(Discovery Bible Studies) in 2019.
  Teams and individuals that will be coming in 2019 to 
Honduras to help us.
  The pastoral families for all four church plants.  
  The Riley college kids (Jesi, Jeni and Josh) will be 
returning to the US on January 12. 

Please praise the Lord with us for:
  Meeting our every need in 2018. 
  Safety for all visitors and teams this year. 
  4 new believers baptized since our last newsletter (all 
from the new church plant)! Praise God with us!!! 
  Another semester of college for Jessica Jennifer and 
Joshua.

In Honduras
Family News

The Riley kids flew in on December 15th and will 
return to college on January 12th.  Last year, 

around this time, Josh proposed to Merari Rodriguez.  
This year, Jesi brought her special friend, Matt Derr, who 
proposed last week while we were in Balfate, visiting the 
3rd church plant.  Matt graduated from Ozark Christian 
College with  a counseling degree so we put him to 
work.  He spoke at the couples’ Christmas dinner at the 
hospital as well as here at the retreat center with people 
from the 2nd and 4th church plants.  He preached at 
Roca de Refugio and attended small group Bible study 
in Promesas.  Matt and Jesi plan to marry in January of 
2020, Lord willing. 

Our family appears to be growing again.

Jeni finished her first 
semester at nursing school 
in Sallisaw, Oklahoma. 

Jimmy has begun 
9th grade and is now 
composing, performing and 
recording his own songs. 

Teri and I celebrate 28 
years of marriage tomorrow. 
We are so very grateful to 
God for the blessing that 
each of our kids are to us 
and to others.


